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alive to the situation, and has promised to make vaccination compul- 
sory and appoint a physician to vaccinate free of charge. 

At the request of the mayors of the two towns, I called on the county 
judge at Ozark and he readily agreed to build a pesthouse accessible to 
both localities and aid in every way possible. I advised the officials of 
both towns as to the methods now being employed here and suggested 
that they follow the same course, which they promised to do. As to 
the thoroughness with which it will be performed I am not able to 
form an opinion. 

Very respectfully, G. M. Magruder, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Decrease of smallpox in Jefferson County, Ala. 

Birmingham, Ala., February 7, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to report considerable diminution in the 
number of smallpox cases occurring in this locality since the Service 
assumed control on January 9, as will be seen from the following table : 

Cases of smallpox occurring by weeks. 





Week ended — 




Jan. 15. 


Jan. 22. 


Jan. 29. 


Feb. 5. 




12 
32 
26 


14 
29 
10 


9 

16 

3 


3 








6 








70 


63 


28 


18 







In Talladega results have been more gratifying. Service aid was 
asked early in the epidemic and prompt action was taken. Work was 
commenced on January 18, at which time there were 37 cases of small- 
pox in the city. Only 4 cases have since appeared in town and 2 among 
the suspects in detention camp. No case has developed since January 30. 

In Jefferson County cases will, I fear, continue to appear for some 
time yet. Smallpox having existed here in epidemic form since last 
July, infection is broadly scattered ; cases, also, from adjacent counties 
are constantly finding their way into this city and county, carrying 
infection with them, and as quite a number of persons will evade the 
inspectors and avoid vaccination, material will be furnished to keep 
the disease alive for some time, I fear. Moreover, the officials of a few 
towns have refused to make vaccination compulsory, or have failed to 
prosecute where such ordinance already existed, and the inspectors met 
with such opposition from the people that I was forced to withdraw them 
after having accomplished but little in the way of vaccination. This 
was especially the case in Pratt City, a town of about 3,000 inhabitants, 
situated 5 miles from Birmingham. 

The second bouse-to-house inspection of Birmingham is nearly com- 
pleted, and a third partial one will be made, confining the inspectors 
to the portion of the city inhabited by negroes. Bessemer will be 
worked in the same manner. 

Very respectfully, G. M. Magruder, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. W. M. 8. 



